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Abstract  

The research aims: 1) to know the students' speaking skills based on the aspect of speaking components: 

Pronunciation, Intonation, Fluency, and Grammar; 2) to know the teacher's role in mastering speaking 

skills, especially in English. This research used a descriptive qualitative method focused on students' 

English-speaking skills. The subject of the study is a seventh-grade student of SMP IT Ar-Rahmah 

Pacitan, academic year 2022/2023. The data collection techniques used interviews and observations. 

The data collection instruments included a speaking test, interview sheets/guidelines, and field notes. 

This research focused on analyzing students speaking skills in Intonation, vocabulary, Grammar, and 

Pronunciation. The results of this study: 1) the students' English speaking ability was still below average 

and needs much improvement from various sides. Besides being only in grade 7, they also just got full 

English. Therefore, some students feel that they should not learn English; 2) The teacher's role in 

developing students' speaking skill still needs to be higher and need more improvement. Teachers must 

be patient and creative in the teaching-learning process. 
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Introduction 

 Education is a purposeful effort by humans through guidance, instruction, and training 

for a better future. It is a critical aspect of a country. English is the world's most important tool 

of communication for people from different countries to convey ideas, messages, purposes, 

feelings, and opinions to others. Based on Kracht (2002), language is meant to communicate 

and is a semiotic system. English is taught as a foreign language in Indonesia from elementary 

to university. It is learned formally as a compulsory subject in the school. In learning English, 

there are four language skills that the teacher has to teach to the students, namely listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. These skills are crucial in developing language competence. 

The students should be able to use English in honest communication. In learning English, there 

are methods used to make students enjoy learning English. Based on Razawi et. (2011), in the 

process of learning a language, many variables determine the success of a language learner. 

Language learning success is associated with various factors, including age, gender, motivation, 

intelligence, anxiety level, learning strategies, and language learning styles. 

In this case, the researcher focuses on speaking skills because speaking is essential in 

language learning. Speaking is the most critical skill of all four skills (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing) because people who know a language are usually referred to as speakers 

of that language. Speaking has become an exciting topic to discuss in learning the English 

language. Speaking is essential in building better communication than most oral 

communication. According to Burkart (1998) in Argawati (2014:76), speaking is an activity 

that includes knowledge and is related to components such as Pronunciation, Grammar, and 

vocabulary. It means people get ideas based on speaking, discussing with someone, and sharing 

anything about the benefits of something. On the other hand, speaking can be improved by the 

components of English. Good speaking skills are when the students make the rules of speaking 

skills in the classroom. But, many students at school need to learn the English language. 
SMP IT Ar-Rahmah uses the Curriculum 2013 to improve and teach them by good 

quality. It is also learned in junior high school. In learning English, the students describe 

something in verbal communication. Consequently, in English, speaking is how the students 

express themselves in verbal and nonverbal communication. Nonverbal communication 
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expresses meaning or feeling without words ( Levine and Adelman, 1993). According to the 

researchers' observations, some problems were found in the students' speaking skills. Such as, 

students need help understanding English cause of Grammar and vocab, so some are not 

interested; they only get complete English subjects in Junior High School; that's why many 

complain when teachers often use English instead of Indonesian and many more. In this study, 

the researcher focuses on students' speaking skills based on the aspect of speaking components: 

Pronunciation, Intonation, Fluency, and Grammar, and the teacher's role in mastering speaking 

skills, especially in English in SMP IT Ar-Rahmah Pacitan. 

English is one of the most used languages in the world or International Language. Based 

on Kracht (2002: 03) stated that language is meant to communicate; it is a semiotic system. 

English is taught as a foreign language in Indonesia from elementary to university. Four 

language skills must be learned: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Fachrurrazi (2011) 

stated that it is essential for anyone who wants to understand methods of teaching English to 

know the basic terms in the field. Engish becomes a foreign language in a country if, in that 

country, English is not used for formal communication or daily communication. Richards 

(1985) states that English is regarded as a foreign language when it does not function as an 

official language in a particular country. Speaking is a communicative event that includes 

verbal and non-verbal language to deliver meaning. Speaking is an activity to produce sayings 

in the form of words and sentences orally to communicate with others stated by Irawati, cited 

in Zuhriyah (2017:122). Speaking is the active use of language to express meaning. For young 

learners, the spoken language is the medium through which a new language is encountered, 

understood, practiced, and learn. 

Speaking is one of competence for someone to reach the aim. According to Hormaililis, 

cited Harahap, Antoni, and Rasyidah (2015:2), speaking has components that support someone 

to be an excellent public speaker, including Vocabulary, Grammar, Fluency, and Pronunciation. 

Vocabulary is an essential aspect that helps speaking or is a stock of words in a language, 

written or spoken, with meaning considered cultural meaning used by the group or individual 

community. Vocabulary plays a vital role in speaking skills. Then, Grammar helps people to 

convey something based on rule speaking skills. That's why to communicate clearly and more 

practically; that's why we are studying Grammar. Next, Fluency is the activity of reproducing 

words orally. It means there is a process of exchanging ideas between a speaker and listener. 

Therefore, it is essential to have Fluency as having the capability of other speaking components. 

Fluency can be defined as the ability to speak fluently and accurately. Last, Pronunciation is 

the first and most crucial thing native speakers notice during a conversation. Native speakers 

are more likely to understand, even if someone makes grammatical mistakes, rather than if you 

make mistakes in Pronunciation. Then, Pronunciation is related to Intonation. All of the words 

have different meanings. Based on Pronunciation, we can know the meaning and aim of 

someone's talk. 

Ahmad (2017), Traces the body of research concerning the term speaking, the 

importance of speaking, characteristics of speaking performance, speaking problems, and 

factors affecting speaking performance. Bangun (2018) research result suggested that the 

students showed a tremendous improvement during the teaching-learning process when Show 

and Tell Method was applied. The students' participation and vocabulary mastery were 

increased; they were more active, enthusiastic, and confident in speaking. Syafiq, Rahmawati, 

Anwari, Oktaviana (2021), This study showed that YouTube videos as English learning 

material improved students' speaking skills, including Fluency, vocabulary, Pronunciation, 

Grammar, and content. Further investigation may concern using YouTube videos to teach other 

English skills like reading and writing. 
Research Methodology 

This study used a descriptive qualitative research method. Qualitative research is 

applied to the study's primary purpose to collect the data and then analyze it to explain the 
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existing occurrence. This research describes a phenomenon, circumstance, or event that 

happens in the present. The descriptive research method is to gather information about the 

present existing condition. The purpose of the descriptive method is to systematically find a 

detailed explanation and description of the research object. 

Thus, based on the explanation above, the researcher assumed that a descriptive 

qualitative research method is relevant to this research. The data source is tests of speaking, 

questionnaires, interviews, and journals. Based on that source, the researcher used test interview 

guidelines and observation guidelines as instruments. The collection used tests, discussions, 

and observations during the teaching and learning activities. And analyzing it uses data 

reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. The data collection occurred in June 2023 for 

four days in SMP IT Ar-Rahmah Pacitan, East Java.   
 

Findings and Discussions 

Here researcher presented the results of data from interviews and observations that have 

been conducted. First, the data was gained from the first grade of SMP IT Ar-Rahmah Pacitan. 

After getting the data from the teacher and students, the researcher analyzed it by indicators of 

speaking, Pronunciation, Intonation, Grammar, and Fluency and presented it in the table. Based 

on the indicators table, Pronunciation and Grammar have the highest results students obtained, 

scoring 3,1. Then Intonation with results 3. Last Fluency with 2,8. Researchers also use Range 

Score Speaking Skills to know the level of students' speaking skills. 

            The discussions consisted of a detailed analysis based on the data and information found 

in the findings. The discussion was divided based on a formulation of the research as follows:  

First, The students' ability in speaking skills based on the aspect of speaking component: 

Pronunciation, Intonation, Fluency, and Grammar, are various Range Scores. 

 

Figure 1. Percentage of Students' Pronunciation 

Based on the diagram above, in Pronunciation, six students got the highest score in 

Pronunciation (17%). Eight students (22,8%) got very good. Third, eight students got good 

(22,8%). Six students (17%) got Fair. Five students got poor (14%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Percentage of Students' Intonation 
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Based on that diagram collected by the researcher, in Intonation, five students got 

excellent (14%). Nine students (25,7%) got very good. Nine students (25,7%) got good. Six 

students got fair (17%). Six students got poor (17%).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Percentage of Students' Fluency 

Based on the diagram above, in Fluency, five students got high scores (22,8%). Eight 

students (22,8%) got good. Six students got fair (17,1%). Nine students (31,5%) got poor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Percentage of Students' Grammar 

 

Based on the diagram collected by the researcher, in Grammar, five students got a high 

score (22,8%). Second are ten students (28,5%) who got very good. Next are ten students 

(28,5%) who got good. Five students got fair (14,2%). Last are five students (14,2%) got poor. 

Second, The teacher's role in mastering speaking skills is significant, and the increase 

or decrease of students' skills depends on the teacher. The researcher interviewed Ms. Tri 

Wahyuni, S.Pd, the English teacher, to know the teacher's role and learning process. According 

to the teacher, the pronunciation ability of most students still needs to be improved. It needs to 

be adapted because it is the first time they have received complete English lessons, and when 

given instructions, some of them can accept them, and most can't. In addition, their vocabulary 

skills tend to be monotonous and undeveloped, so they need help using the correct vocabulary. 

For Grammar, they still need improvements, such as tenses and others. They still need to 

improve in speaking and arranging the right words. For example, when they are asked to 

practice speaking, they are still sometimes silent and tell each other to speak, especially since 

most of them need more confidence, which makes them confused in responding to words in 

English. However, the teacher also tries his best, such as communicating frequently with 

students who ask about difficulties in speaking English; some answer clearly, and some are less 

open; all their challenges are recorded in a particular book and studied to find a solution. The 

common problems are the need for more introduction to English from an early age, and students' 

interest is also lacking. So the teacher tries to be as creative as possible, such as using existing 

media. 

 

Conclusion 

After getting and analyzing the data, the researcher presented a conclusion in this 

chapter. This data concluded from the score given by participants. The participants are English 
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teachers and Students at SMP IT Ar – Rahmah. In Pronunciation, six students got excellent, ten 

very good, eight good, six Fair, and five poor. Second, five students got excellent; nine got 

excellent, eight got fair, and the last five got poor in Intonation. Then in Fluency, excellent 

called five students, very good got seven students, good got eight students, fair got six students, 

and last poor got five students. Later, in Grammar, five students got excellent, ten got very 

good, ten got good, five got fair, and five got poor. 

Based on the data above, Pronunciation is the higher score of students' speaking 

components, and Grammar with Pronunciation is the low score of students' speaking 

components. Then others have similar scores and are pretty close in different results. Students 

accept these components and the results. 

It is suggested that students with problems/difficulties in speaking English must practice 

their speaking regularly in and out of the classroom; they can speak to friends and teachers and 

anyone who wants to speak English. They must be active and participate in school English 

learning, and they don't have to be shy or afraid of mistakes. They have to memorize vocabs 

and master grammar to increase their speaking skills. Watching and listening to English films 

and songs can improve their skills. For the English teacher, it is suggested that they use the 

information from this study as one of the references about strategies to overcome students' 

difficulties in speaking skills. English teaching and learning process should be learner-centered; 

the teacher must give more chances for students to speak up. Besides that, the use of English 

has to be maximized in and out of the classroom. Teachers should create meaningful learning 

situations in which students can communicate with their friends as if they communicate in real-

life situations. Therefore, they can use English not only to complete tasks but also to 

communicate. Teachers must conduct fun, varied, engaging, and challenging activities. 
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