CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION
This chapter will focus on explanations related to the background of the
research, identification of the problems, limitation of the problems, formulation of

the problems, objectives of the research, and significance of the research.

A. Background of the Research

A language is a tooI used to. communlcate with humans in social life
(Ika Rizka Dulhluah 2016) This is in Ilne Wlth the understanding of
language ageordmg toOta, N.N. Padmadewi, and\MH Santoso (2018)
Langua‘tgé/is the most important medium of human C(;thrpunication and it
cannot, be separated from human daily life. This shows th; critical role of
Ianguaée in human life. Without language humans cann:.tl)t live with one
another:‘,_they cannot communicate with each other, conve_;'} information, and
get to knt;yy each other. However each country has its ov_v'tt, Each country has
its Ianguagxé-._ but allows them to learn foreign Iangtjages from different
countries. One of the Ianguages studied in many coumrles is English.

English is a forelgn Ianguage that is learned by many people in
various countries. Used as the language of international communication,
English is considered important and needs to be learned by many people in
other countries. English is a language that is widely studied in many countries
and is important in several fields, such as economics, international trade,

education, and communication. Related to this, many people are now

competing to be proficient in mastering English.



In Indonesia, English lessons have started to be taught from
elementary school to university. English is very important to be taught in
Indonesia because it is considered a learner's password to communicate with
others. English is the first foreign language lesson that is widely taught
because almost all technology and information from various foreign countries
mostly use English. So students as a generation who have an important role
and a big contribution to the country are required to be able to master English.

In addition to, the'ﬂdﬁe.mands in the '\)\i"orl_d‘ of education, in the world of
work, Engli}h”i;ﬁalso one of the criteria tha{\brospective workers must
possessi‘,,,"‘l/'herefore, English must be taught to p}é‘pgre qualified job
candid?ates. This is in line with the importance of maste}ing English for
vocati(inal high school students. They are taught how to ul,ée English in the
world of work through various field practices as well as Ieaﬁr’lﬁing in class.

Tzﬁgre are four English skills, namely writing, reg'ding, listening, and
speaking. é"'o[ne students have difficulty mastering the_s_e" four abilities. This is
following the.‘"’rexsults of observations that 1 made g,t":SMKN 2 Pacitan, some
students stated tﬁé'.[%rﬁéé't'é'r'ing these ’fdu'r'“'ébill-i.'.[-ies was very difficult, and
required a long process. Most students think that writing is a very difficult
and challenging skill. Because writing is an ability that is obtained slowly,
with an orderly process. Writing is not only related to mastering vocabulary
selection, mastering grammar, and compiling sentences into a perfect
paragraph but also relating to the content of a piece of writing. Most students

have problems determining ideas and themes in writing. Writing skill is an



ability that is obtained because the process is repeated and requires a long
time because sometimes more time is spent thinking before writing the initial
draft to be written. This is in line with the statements of Sri Sulastri, Anshari
Shafar and Budi (2014) stating that in writing it is not only how to use the
right vocabulary, grammar, and spelling, but how they find ideas and turn it
into readable text.

Jeane Priscilla Kaeng_l_ge_,..,.Fe__r__ry Rita, and Nadrun (2018) state that
writing is a difficu’[t,,,skillil ﬁbecause SO the "Writer can convey his message to
readers in a/wa’y"/"[hat is clear and easy to undékgtanq, they must know the
rules of"héw to use mechanics in writing. This shows th\ait\most students have
difficull“ty with the rules of writing such as finding ideagl in writing, the
purposlé of writing, the choice of words, and how the Wri,flter expresses the
content‘ﬂé.‘ of the text so that readers can understand it. Acco_raing to the results
of my oBs_ervation at SMKN 2 Pacitan that some stude__n:ts in grade 10 had
difficulty i.ﬁ-__writing. They have difficulties in finding.-"ideas and developing
sentences, so .fhe\y prefer to take sample text on Gq_eéle. Based on this, it can
be concluded thal.'-[..w'fit'i'ﬁg"is ‘nU‘Fo‘nW”hb\)\'/ytldll-g-generate ideas, but how to
develop them into a complete piece of writing by generating ideas, writing an
outline, compiling them into a draft, revising the draft, and finally developing
the draft. It becomes a reading material as the final result (Nia
FatmaKurniawan, 2013:3).

The problem of students' writing ability is not only caused by a lack of

student's ability to process ideas, but learning activities in the classroom also



greatly affect students' writing abilities. Alwasilah and Alwasilah (2005) in
Vina Agustina (2017: 90) state that students' writing problems arise in class
due to inappropriate teaching methods used by teachers. This is following
Emilia (2010) who states that a teacher must have a specific strategy or
method in teaching to support the success of learning objectives. But what
happens in the field teachers lack strategies, methods, and creativity in
teaching in the classroom. Most of them only focused on the material in the
book. The teacher dellvers matenal in front of the class and the students sit on
the bench Ilgenlng to what the teacher is saylng even though sometimes they
don't kn‘ow what the teacher is saying. Students are aske‘d_‘to read a text and
interpnet it together. Teachers do not create an interesting Iea}ning atmosphere
and mz;tke students channel the ideas in their heads onto a she:et of paper.
t3ased on the problem indicators above, choosing the right method is
very imo"o_l_rtant. Many methods can be used to help stu__dents make it easier
and more o""recise. One method that can be applied is __th'e four-square writing
method (FSWM) According to Nia Fatma Kurnieyven (2013:4), FSWM is a
method for impro.\nng” basic writing skills that can be applied at several grade
levels and across curricula. The four square writing method can facilitate
students in compiling the purpose of writing the type of text, namely the
generic structure and linguistic elements used. Besides that, it also helps
students in making paragraph unity and developing it into a text (Felci Triana

Sauhan, 2020:236).



The four-square writing method improves writing skills by making
four cities with one box in the middle. Using this method through several
stages, namely: first, write the topic to be discussed in one box in the middle:
then write the main idea in the four squares sequentially (according to the
order of the box numbers); the final step is to develop the sentence into a
more detailed paragraph on the sheet provided.

Based on the explanat_i_q_n.,..,ab_(__)ve, the authors argue that this method
can be applied in texachind .d.escriptive té)& to ~-Students of grade 10 Accounting
4 at SMKNI/Z//’ﬁ;citan. Because this method Hﬁ”s\sgveral advantages, the

visuals ‘jn’/ this method make it easier for students\“tg write concepts,

undersﬁand, and make discourse. Besides that, this method c.a;}n also be applied
to sevéral types of text: narrative text, recount text, prq:cedure text, and
descripé’ive text. FSWM also helps students determine the _gfeneral idea of the
text to be written, thereby preventing students from ____i'hcluding irrelevant
content or (}Vr___iting that is not important. Finally, the info'fmation written in the
four-square Wfi-tjng method is provided clearly, sg,:fﬁat students will not be
confused about V\}Hét"tﬁé'y"are going ’t'O"'\'/'\'/fi'fé..“éased on these reasons, the
researcher is interested in conducting research with the title "Improving
Writing Skills by Using the Four Square Writing Method of the Tenth-Grade

Accounting Students of SMKN 2 Pacitan Academic Years 2022/2023".

. ldentification of the Problems

Based on the explanation above, several problems can be identified:



1. Lack of students’ writing skills in the tenth-grade students’ of SMKN 2

Pacitan.

2. Difficulties in finding ideas and developing sentences of the tenth-grade

students’ at SMKN 2 Pacitan.

3. The lack of various methods used by teachers in teaching descriptive texts

to the tenth-grade students of SMKN 2 Pacitan

. Limitation of the Problems =

Based o/nz"t'ﬁfé'ﬂ explanation of the back”gfd‘un\(\j above, the focus is on
improving,xsﬁjdents' writing skills in descriptive tex\t\usjng the four square
writing"}ﬁethod of Accounting 4 students of tenth-grade stﬁqents at SMKN 2
Pacitar"p in the academic year 2022/2023. First, the reason Wh‘ly this research is
focusec;'l.__lon descriptive text is that descriptive text is the te:,)%t that is intended
to explai"n something in detail. besides that in writing des_c‘}iptive text starting
from gené’r-.__a_ll to specific descriptions, compiling the_.- ;‘our square writing
method maké"s\__‘it easy for students to compose exp!aﬁations by filling in the

first box as a géhé‘ra-l-- statement, the gecond-r-tO'fdhrth boxes as explanations

arranged from general to specific.

The second reason why this study uses the four square writing method
as a method to improve students' writing skills is that this method makes it
easier for students to draft what will be written so that students do not
experience difficulties when compiling a complete piece of writing.

Then the reason for the 10th-grade students of accounting at SMKN 2

Pacitan as the object of this study was because there were obstacles related to



the writing ability of 10th-grade students of SMKN 2 Pacitan during the

observation. Students have difficulty finding ideas and composing good

paragraphs. Most students prefer to copy descriptive text from Google rather

than write their thoughts.

. Formulation of the Problems

This study aims to overcome the problems of learning to write and improve

students' writing skills With_the--ri‘ght.._m_ethod. then, based on these objectives

the formulation of the problems are:

1.

How js/the process of applying the four-square writing method in
imp’foving students' writing skills of the tenth-grade students” SMKN 2

| |
Pdcitan academic year 2022/20223? |

Cah applying the four-square writing method improve" students' writing
skill"'s,_ in the tenth-grade students SMKN 2 Paci_tén academic year

2022/2023?

Can the éi’p_plication of the four-square writing method increase student
enthusiasm during teaching-learning in the tenth-grade students’ at

SMKN 2 Pacitan for the academic year 2022/2023?

. Objectives of the Research

Based on the questions above, it was found that the objectives of this research

Were:



1. To find out the process of applying the four-square writing method in
improving student's writing skills of the tenth-grade students” at SMKN 2

Pacitan for the academic year 2022/2023.

2. To find out that applying the four-square writing method can improve
students’ writing skills of the tenth-grade students” SMKN 2 Pacitan for

the academic year 2022/2023.

3. To find out that the___appl'iéaﬁ'dﬁ“ of the four-square writing method can
increase studcn’tg’ enthusiasm during teaéh‘ing and learning in the tenth-

grade students at SMKN 2 Pacitan for the academic year 2022/2023.

F. Signifﬁ’éances of the Research ‘j
Based "‘,‘on its implementation, this research has theoretical and practical

benefité_:

1. The&-r__etically
Theorétically, this research is expected to be a__b’l.e to build students'
ability to."‘improve writing skills and is also ex{pé.cted to be able to build
students' ac:.[i.-\'/'é'h'e'SS""inf-|eam1'ngf-in"'th'é'éll-z;ésroom. In addition, this

research can also be used as a reference for further research.

2. Practically
Practically this research is expected to provide benefits to students,

teachers, schools, and other researchers.



Students

Can help students in writing the purpose of a text (generic structure
and language features) and how to write using the four-square
writing method.Able to be a solution to students' writing problems
when it is difficult to develop general ideas into a perfect set of

paragraphs, especially when writing descriptive text.

Teachers

Teachers can 'abbly the four squ.aullr“é“ Wr,i\ting method to the student's
abiuxy//£o write, especially descriptive te?f 's0 that the teacher can
/,,.rb/r/ovide solutions to students' difficulties in Writi\r\i‘g‘._‘

|

For institutions
This research is expected to be a source of schqbl information to
.:'-i:mprove teaching skills and can be used as a ref_.e':rence for teaching
and learning techniques, especially in improyi‘ﬁg students' writing

skills,

Other rgﬂs;éarc-her.s,_,_f_ —

This research is expected to be a reference material for future
researchers in improving students' writing skills, especially in
finding ideas and arranging sentences into complete and appropriate
paragraphs. This research can also be used as evidence that the use
of the four-square writing method can improve students' writing

skills.



