CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes the research background, identification of the
problem, limitations of the research, formulation of the study, research

objectives, and research significance.

Background of the Research

Education is a- weII -organized system W|th a very wide mission: everything
concernlng pfﬂ/smal growth, health, skills, thoughts, emQtlons will, and social
and rellplous difficulties (Sahroni, 2017). Education is an| effort to mature
students;ﬁ both mentally and in thinking. According to Natlomal Education Law
No. 20 ollf_l 2003, education is a deliberate and planned effort_,*éo create a learning
environmérgt and learning process in which students aq-fively develop their
potential to have religious, spiritual strength, sel_f:control, personality,
intelligence, n'c"')blle character, and skills required by ‘thfém, society, nation, and
state (Maulida, 205’2): S : |

Talking about education, education currently has too many bureaucratic
burdens that are too complicated (Baedhowi, 2020). Various innovations and
developments in designing learning have been carried out by the Indonesian
state, at least experiencing more than ten curriculum changes that have affected

learning styles since the beginning of independence. From the 1947 Learning

Plan to what has just been discussed, namely "Merdeka Belajar (The Freedom of



Study).” Merdeka Belajar is a policy to restore the essence of assessment. The
concept of Merdeka Belajar is to return education to the nature of the law to give
schools the freedom to understand the basic competencies of the curriculum to be
their assessment (Kusumaryono, 2020). In addition, Merdeka Belajar also
revitalizes the education system to build key competencies so that learning
activities become fun. In the pg_d_a_g_ogy category, Merdeka Belajar encourages
competency and valueﬂ’s-.bas"éa .curriculur.ﬁ“ "and._assessment, as well as individual
needs-based ind”"giﬁdent-centered approaches. ‘\I“h‘\t\he curriculum category,
Merdeka ge[ajar forms a curriculum based on competer;c\l‘es“ and focuses on soft
skills ana character development (Efyanto, 2021). |

The"‘-,lMinistry of Education and Culture, Nadiem Makarim:;l said that Merdeka
Belajar z;'i:,ms to explore the most significant potential of te_échers and students
and imprng the quality of learning by giving teachers the freedom to choose
how to deli\;"e.r_ the curriculum or how to teach accordingj to the competence of
their students. Where this will certainly affect the efte'étiveness of the education
curriculum.” The e‘.ﬁé'c'ti'\'/'éﬁess of the curriculum iﬁ--é‘pecific conditions reinforces
the importance of changing the design and implementation strategy of a more
comprehensive curriculum,” said Nadiem. This curriculum is a reference for
school members, especially teachers, and requires some preparation to maximize
the use of the Merdeka curriculum in educational units. Merdeka Curriculum is

introduced as a learning design that allows students to learn without pressure and

according to their abilities while emphasizing the freedom to think innovatively



and creatively. Another advantage of implementing the Merdeka Curriculum is
that it is more relevant and interactive, where students will have more
opportunities to actively explore actual issues such as the environment, health,
and other issues that support the development of the Pancasila students’ profiles
(Nisa, 2022).

One of the features of the Merdeka curriculum is the cultivation of character
education through theﬂ'_P-ané.a;éﬂiia Studenfé"" Profiles Strengthening Project or PS5
for short. P5 is,c’r"(')‘;s-disciplinary learning to ob;‘é‘rv\e\ and think about solving
problems mtfg surrounding environment. The approach \téken in P5 uses project-
based Ie\;rning (PBL), which fundamentally differs from prdj'ect-based learning
integratéd into school subjects. |

The %ancasila students’ profiles strengthening project is..-":a project-based co-
curricular 'a__.ctivity designed to strengthen efforts to achie_,x?e competencies and
character tra.i""t-s_ following the Pancasila students’ profiles___d'eveloped following the
Graduate Comﬁ'etgncy Standards. Education units Qa’h. involve the community
and the Workplac;i'h' designing and" impl‘éfﬁénﬁ.ﬁé initiatives to enhance the
Pancasila profiles of their students. The initiative to strengthen the profiles of
Pancasila students is implemented with flexibility in terms of its content,
activities, and duration. The Pancasila students’ profiles improvement endeavor
is distinct from extracurricular initiatives. The objectives, content, and activities
of a project do not need to align with extracurricular objectives and materials

(Satria, et al., 2022).



The Pancasila students’ profiles strengthening project emphasizes character
education currently being implemented in Indonesia. We usually refer to this
character education as the Pancasila students’ profiles which consists of six
aspects, including a) beriman, bertakwa kepada Tuhan Yang Maha Esa, dan
berakhlak mulia (believing, fearing God Almighty, and having noble character);
b) berpengetahuan global (g_ll_o_bgl _diversity); c) bergotong-royong (mutual
cooperation); d) mandiri (ihdébendent); é“)"'bern_alar kritis (critical thinking); and
f) kreatif (creativ'é'jﬂ.’ The Pancasila students’ b}afiles which have these six
aspects, bgcbge a reference for educators and student\s\‘in_ schools during the
Iearning\fprocess based on the Merdeka Curriculum (Laila, é't al., 2022). From
these si>{ aspects, it can be detailed that believing, fearing (;.BIod Almighty, and
having ng,ble character must contain religious morals, person.él morals, morals to
humans, rh"grals to nature, and religious morals. Global qifversity must include
recognizing ;i“n_d appreciating the culture and having inte_réultural communication
skills in intera(;fin‘g with others. Mutual cooperation_,nﬁﬁst include collaboration,
caring, and self-reélﬁiétibh;“I'n'depeﬁdent*should' mcIude awareness of self and the
situation at hand and regulation. Critical thinking should include obtaining and
processing information and ideas, analyzing information and ideas, reflecting on
thoughts and thought processes, and making decisions. Creative should include
generating original ideas and producing works and actions. The entire Pancasila

students’ profiles are adapted from the values of Pancasila, where Pancasila is the



basis of the Republic of Indonesia so that the Pancasila students’ profiles can be
the basis of the character of Indonesian students themselves.

Talking about Pancasila students' profiles, it correlated with problems in the
world of education, especially in the academic field that occurs today, namely the
low motivation of students to learn, especially in English lesson. Indayati's
opinion on Karlina's (2022) rese_z;l_r_c_,h_s_tates that learning motivation is the efforts
of a student to provide all hIS .resources.éhd-e.fforts to learn so that he wants or
wants to carry/ Qut"'frhe learning process. Without‘ﬁ"ibtiyation, there would be no
learning p}rﬂ/cess. In addition, Lince (2022) also defines\tﬁat\learning motivation
isa fornﬁ/of business that is felt urgent and has a role based oFi its own will in an
effort to "‘-achieve goals in learning. Learning objectives can no:t'l be separated from
the relatié‘),_n to achieving science or knowledge, which of cou':rse, needs direction
or motivat'i'gn, be it external motivation such as motivati__d:n from teachers and
parents, as C’vell as internal motivation of students V\_/__h'lo are felt to be very
influential in sﬁé’iping the interests and talents possess{ed'..

When student;hé’\kéa'h'igh- me%ivation"td"léarﬂhl,--f‘hen the learning process will
also be successful. In this case, both parents and teachers at school have a
responsibility to foster student learning motivation. Utami & Nurjati's opinion on
Karlina's (2022) research states that many students pay less attention when their
teacher explains in class. Moreover, among students, there has developed a
strong impression that English lesson is difficult to understand and always less

interesting.



The implementation of Pancasila students’ profiles of Merdeka Curriculum
is expected to increase student learning motivation because all learning activities
at Merdeka Curriculum are student-centered (Lince, 2022). Nevertheless, the role
of the teacher is still needed. Teachers must foster student learning motivation to
obtain optimal learning outcomes, and teachers must creatively generate student
learning motivation to form effe_ctjve student learning behavior. The teaching
system will also Chang,_e.-fro'h;being initiei'ly nuanced in the classroom to outside
the classroom/. ,Tﬁ'e” nuances of learning will tte\“‘m\ore comfortable because
students een/discuss more with teachers, learn with outi\ng\(‘:‘lasses, and not only
listen to\:’the teacher's explanation, but more form the character of students who
believiné, fearing God Almighty and have a noble charactet, global diversity,
mutual ce,operation, independent, critical thinking, and creati.\’te because actually,
every stude"r__tt has talent and intelligence in their respective ﬁelds.

Based on Yusri et al. (2018) research, students ' I.e'erning motivation will
increase if they get interesting activities in Iearnmg Vice versa, students '
learning motlvatlon WI|| decrease if they do not get interesting activities in the
learning process. Therefore, it is very important to make the learning process as
interesting as possible so that students will be interested in following the learning
process.

Yusri, et al. (2018) stated again that learning motivation is very influential

on the learning achievement that can be achieved by students. Because with

motivation, students have a high willingness and will try to improve their



knowledge, understanding, skills, and attitude values in learning English.
Students' lack of motivation to learn is because they consider certain subjects,
especially English, difficult subjects because they have complicated grammar
and lack motivation to learn English itself. This problem will certainly affect
student learning outcomes, especially in the academic scores they will get.

To increase students' motivation to learn English, it is considered very
appropriate to apply Pancaslla students' proflles in the learning process, so this is
important to be researched The existing academlc problems can be researched
more deep}y and become the reason for the researcher chgosmg the Pancasila
studentsf'/profiles as a research topic. |

Accerding to the Ministry of Education and Culture (L;faila, et al., 2022),
Pancasila"z,_students’ profiles are indispensable for learning |n the current era of
Character Bt.tilding. Creating students’ profiles with Pancasi_:l'a characters is one of
the governrrtént‘s efforts to improve the quality of education in Indonesia as a
whole. From thls statement it can be seen that character building by applying the
Pancasila students’ proflles isiindeed necessary |

The results of pre-research observations show that teachers have
implemented the Pancasila students’ profiles in English lesson in the classroom.
Some examples of implementation, including the implementation of believing,
fearing God Almighty, and having noble characters, can be seen when students

pray before the English lesson begins. Then the implementation of the aspect of

critical thinking is seen when the teacher asks students about the purpose of



specific material, and students actively answer. Furthermore, the implementation
of the mutual cooperation aspect can be seen when students memorize dialog
tasks in pairs, and students can be seen working well with their partners. In
addition, the independent factor is also seen when students record the material
given by the teacher at that time. In addition, the English material provided by
the teacher has also reflected Pa__n_casil_a students’ profiles in it. For example, the
material provided trains .stu'dé.ﬁ.ts to think .'é'hd‘ analyze critically according to their
abilities. From Ih”e/}esults of the pre-research dgéervations, it is increasingly
visible hoyy-’in:portant the strengthening of student chara\ct\ér\is to the competence
of the Pé&lcasﬂa students’ profiles, so it must be researched mc;fe deeply.

In tﬁis study, the chosen school is SMKN Pringkuku, Wh:i'lch is an institution
that has E"been around for a long time and has long been_.-’:recognized by the
community-__lin general, both in terms of quality and quant_i,fy. Currently, SMKN
Pringkuku has become a driving school that autométically uses Merdeka
Curriculum an(‘i""'~2_‘013 Curriculum. There is an implgrﬁéntation of two curricula
because the schoéli-.fhakéS"graduaF adjustrﬁéhts';..-%he Merdeka Curriculum is
implemented in Grade 10, while Grades 11 and 12 still use the 2013 Curriculum.
Based on the vision of SMKN Pringkuku, it is stated "The realization of human
resources with character, excellence, and Environmental Culture based on faith

and piety", so SMKN Pringkuku commits to producing students with character

according to the Pancasila students’ profiles.



Based on the research context above regarding the implementation of the

Pancasila students’ profiles, the researcher is interested in conducting a study

entitled "The Implementation of the Pancasila Students’ Profiles in English

Lesson at SMKN Pringkuku in the Academic Year of 2022/2023".

Identification of the Problems

Based on the background of the problems mentioned above, several

problems happened at/SMKHIH\I Pringkuku“félate_q to English lesson in 10" grade,

among others:

1.

/ \
What aré the students' responses about the implementation of the Pancasila

Studé;lts’ profiles in English lesson at SMKN Pringkuku iﬁ'the academic year
of 202212023 |

Whatﬂl‘:‘-‘,.are the teachers’ obstacles towards implementati_(';n of the Pancasila
studenf"s_j profiles in English lesson at SMKN Pringkukg’;in the academic year
of 2022/5’0_23?

How are tHé‘*-"E(éachers’ implementation of the Papéélsila students’ profiles in
English lesson hz.i.-t”S'i\"/iKN'Pringkuku-in thé'écadé-f‘rlic year of 2022/2023?

Do students understand the meaning of Pancasila students’ profiles?

Are there still students who tend to be closed and do not want to cooperate
with their friends?

Have students fully implemented the Pancasila students’ profiles?

How is the learning technique applied by the teacher to emphasize the critical

reasoning aspect to students?



8. How is the learning technique applied by the teacher to emphasize the aspect
of cooperation to students?
C. Limitations of the Research
Based on the problem identification above, the researcher limits the scope of
the study to clarify the problem systematically. This study only focuses on
analyzing the implementation F’_.f _,_thg Pancasila students’ profiles in English
lesson at SMKN Pring}’_(uku"'iﬂr.i“ fhe acaden.w'“i'é year of 2022/2023.
D. Formulation of,t’r’i"e’"‘lt?esearch

V. \
Basedl,oxn the background of the research, the probléms of research can be

divided fnfo: \

1. Whét are the students' responses about the implementatién of the Pancasila
studé’nts’ profiles in English lesson at SMKN Pringkuku in the academic
year of 2022/2023?

2. What afé. _the teachers’ obstacles towards impleme__n’iation of the Pancasila
students’ ;;iﬁofiles in English lesson at SMKN 4[?fi.ngkuku in the academic
year of 2022/20237 —

3. How are the teachers’ implementation of the Pancasila students’ profiles in

English lesson at SMKN Pringkuku in the academic year of 2022/2023?



E. Objectives of the Research

Based on the problem of the research, the objective of the study can be

divided into the:

1.

To identify the students' responses about the implementation of the Pancasila
students’ profiles in English lesson at SMKN Pringkuku in the academic
year of 2022/2023.

To analyze the te@pheré’ﬁo.bstacles t.(-)'“v'\'/ard.s_ implementation of the Pancasila
students’ ptofi'rlxt‘aﬁs in English lesson at SMKN“P(ingkuku in the academic
year Q,f/’20/22/2023. N\

To reveal the teachers’ implementation of the Pancasila students’ profiles in

Eng'llish lesson at SMKN Pringkuku in the academic year gﬁf 2022/2023.

F. Significaht of the Research

Based""'qn the focused of the limitations of the research_‘,":the researcher found

the significaﬁ"ce of the study, they were:

1.

Theoretical.lzy-‘

This researcr“]hc”(')'h't'r'i'b'utes to implementing the Pancasila students’ profiles
in English lesson and student responses. It is helpful for other researchers to
understand the implementation of the Pancasila students’ profiles, especially

in English lesson when used as a reference.

. Practically

This research is expected to be useful for English teachers, students, and

other researchers.



a. English teachers
It is hoped that this research can provide knowledge and
understanding to English teachers about internalizing Pancasila values in
implementing the Pancasila students’ profiles.
b. Students
It is hoped that this research can add insight into the researcher's
repertoire of knowledge in educatlng students in the future, so that they
can mternallze the values of the Pancasila students profiles and become
maten; for knowledge and experience in compll\mg SC|ent|f|c papers and
dan be used as a requirement to become a bachelor. |
C. Other researchers
This research is expected to be a new referen-Ee in the Merdeka

Curriculum, especially in implementing the Pancasil,é students’ profiles in

English lesson.



