CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research

English was born decades ago through a well-known phenomenon
Internationalization as globalization. More and more people are learning to speak
the language, and more and more __pe_op__l__e are relying on it to find a job or be
successful (Agustin, 2(’)#1,,5)'. éiﬁr.nilarly, Ha.ﬁd'a'y‘an_i ‘(2016) notes that the use of
foreign Ianguagej, /e’é,b'écially English, has evolved fréﬁ‘a luxury to a necessity in
various sectgré/of production. In the process of globalizatidh;\.“xEnglish i gaining
importancé: all over the world. Until recently, it was consi&ered the global
language 01% business. In fact, it is the language of the modern Wolfld.

Teaéhing English to elementary school students is onel_-t:)f the Reasonable
decisions ma:dg by elementary school students. Research op___iﬁion states that the
age of 8 years |sthe readiness of children to acquire new I_ahguages to reach 80%
(Rakaiza Imani N.SSgha, 2020). There are periods callgd 'léolden Ages, and there
are critical periods. Chlldrencan ‘Iearn‘é\’/é'r'y't'hiﬂr'\g“éésily. Research adults who
learn a new language are not interactive, so early years is the ideal age to learn
English (Kong, 2021). Their brains are silent during this time It's flexible and you
can learn anything, including language. Next, Children's attitudes towards other
languages and cultures are open, and these attitudes help children learn languages.
Children can learn anything at any stage if the subject matter is presented in an

understandable way.



In learning English, there are basic language skills that must be learned by
English learners. The basic language skills are divided into four skills, namely:
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing. As stated by Morrow in Demirbas
(2013:108), receptive and productive skills are the combination of four skills —
listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills. The learner should be able to
master her four skills: Listening, speaking, reading, and writing, including English
building blocks such as gramma_r_,___vocqbulary and pronunciation. Of the four
skills, writing is the mgs,t dif"\.‘.iﬂc.ult as it re.d.llji'"rés- many variables to be mastered
simultaneously. /Thég control content, form, sentgﬁCe structure, vocabulary,
punctuation,/sbélling, and more. Alam (2016) points out: It a\b‘pl\‘ies to all language
users, Wheﬂlher it is a first language, a second language or a foreigh language.

In téaching English, writing is one thing that's absolutelyi crucial. Writing
skill is an ir;'lportant role in the educational field. This skill is a _\_?:ital language skill
for English Iégrners. Learning to write is different from act___i\)ities that naturally
learn to speak E'H_aerazi & Irawan, 2019). Writing skills c_ah be difficult to teach
because they are .‘éq\mplex and require familiarity no:[_,,..b:nly with grammar and
rhetorical tools, but als-.c.)”“\./\'/'it'h"'c'dh'cepts*ahd judgmental elements. This means that
the ability to write requires special skills and processes of organizing linguistic
material, using the learner's own words and ideas, and creating good structures.
As an academic standard, the ability to write well must be maintained in contrast
to the abilities to read, comprehend, and engage in conversation. Writing is a
crucial area that must be studied and improved. There are several aspects

contained in writing skills such as grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization,



and vocabulary. Writing skills also require accurate and precise grammar,
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and vocabulary (Sakkir, 2016).

As far as learning is concerned, Indonesian students still struggle with
learning English. As Warouw (2014) noted, this is due to the attitudes of their
different cultural backgrounds, which affect their use of English, including the
generation of errors and fallacies. Errors and fallacies are two different things.
According to Ellis (2003:17) Errors are errors that result from the student's limited
or insufficient knowled{ge "to"" .lﬂ<.now the cef}é'c-t -answer. Mistakes are mistakes
made by students du’e'to their inability to convey thetr‘\‘knowledge adequately and
correctly. ’ “

Aceerding to Richards & Schmidt (2002), linguistics is flkewed use of such
phrases, speech acts, or grammatical elements Incomplete learning seems
incomplete and meaningful. But Error analysis is a tool for recordlng errors that
occur in a Ian'guage. Learners determine if these errors are s_ystemlc and explain
them their cause'-(if possible).

So when a student learns grammar, the term tense is regarded as one of the
most difficult materlals It is proved by some researchers who studied about
tenses. As mentioned in some studies on And other studies on “an analysis on
students’ difficulties in learning simple past tense” by Evi Setiawati (2010). There
are many errors and mistakes in learning English tenses but making errors and
mistakes is normal and unavoidable. This problem is as John Norrish (1983) notes

“it’s natural for the students as human being to make error, even many native



speakers produce many mistakes in speaking and If they don't hear a recording of
themselves, they won't know how to talk.”

B. Identification of the Problem

There are several problems that motivate researcher to conduct research:
1. lack of language abilities
2. Students are often confused about how to use tense when writing a sentence.
3. The students still had difficulties in mastering grammar.
C. Problem Limitatiop, 2

In this study;"'t"r'i/e writer limits the study in aﬁ‘é‘lyz\ing errors that are made
by students [n’”th/e narrative writing product focused on s\irhp!e past tense. This
study is fdiéused on the students of second semester Englisr‘l‘xleducation study

program students in STKIP PGRI PACITAN.

D. Problef’n Statements

1. What klnd of error the students make in writing narrative jcéxt?

2. What are tﬁe__ student’s obstacles to writing narrative tex__t?:

E. Research Of;j'e_gtives _ |

1. To find out the I(x‘i'hd"'Of' error the students-make 'ih"\'&riting narrative text.

2. To find out the student’s obstacles to writing narrative text.

Tn

. Research Benefits

1. Theoretically

The result of this research is expected to be helpful when conducting
similar research on tense errors in English teaching.
2. Practically

a. For Researcher



The results of this research can be a source of reference for other
researchers who have a focus on researchers in the same field.

For Students

Students can find out the tenses errors made by them and can fix them
easily.

For Reader

The readers can increase k_n_ow,le_qge and be able to apply it in their lives

when encoun'ﬁteri-ngﬂ problems ""S;'uc_h as in  this  study.
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