CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

In good writing, the students have to know some of the rules and
systematic parts of writing. Writing needs the mastery of several abilities.
It includes: language use or grammar punctuation, capitalization, spelling,
and the dlrectron of correct vocabulary in composrng ideas, Andriyani
(2017: 2) In addrtron to having qualified skrlls wrltlng must also notice
|mportant parts, including content, organization, vocabulary, grammar, and
mechanrcal skills, Brown (2004). It can be explained one by one that in
good content should make the reader interested in readmg the entire text
WhICh contains the development of each main idea. The organization in a
descrlp._t_lve text must be arranged systematically and can make it easy for
the read::ér___ to understand. VVocabulary selection muet"'also be precise so as
not to cause"-translation errors by the reader. The}_,u'é;e of grammar must also
be appropriate,-...r.rrcl'odi'hg'th? use ’of"orepoertions, modals, verb forms,
tenses, etc. Mechanical skills must also be considered including spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization so that writing can look neat and interesting
to read. To make good writing skills based on their ability they need to
explore and discover ideas as they write, Hyland (2009: 80). And to
produce good writing, the writers need several complex steps such as

brainstorming, prewriting, drafting, and editin, Markel (1988: 3). So, good



writing is able to be communicated to the public and can be understood by
recipients of information well. The writers should be guided by the rules of
correct writing, which must consist of several things that must be added in
a writing, and also follow the complex steps in sequence.

However, based on observations of the tenth graders of SMK N
Kebonagung, there were found many shortcomings in understanding and
applying writing activities.__F__irst,_ some of the students were still lacking in
the most basic things- T writing, STORY as: (1) difficulty of writing the
content. thiarrts is the main aspect of wrir‘r‘rr‘g:\Whether the writing is
mterestlng or not is usually seen from the content. The writers must make
as d;ood and interesting content to attract the readers; (Zj organization or
how students arrange the text. It is the further step in arranglng the ideas
found in the prewriting process result that can be done in the forms of
decrdm_g the main idea and its supporting ideas, the ___.wrlter starts writing
with the.a"'main idea and then makes branches to poinfthe supporting ideas;
3) grammar |s the rules of language. Grammar rs a system of meaningful
structures and pattems ‘that contain wrltmg rules and are governed by
certain pragmatic constraints, Larsen-freeman (2001). Grammar mastery is
the capacity to understand how sentences are constructed and to construct
sentences in a meaningful and accurate manner, (Puspitasari & Kurniawan,
2017). The components of grammar are nouns, be, sentence, adjective,
verb, pronoun, tenses, determiner, adverb, and preposition; (@)

vocabulary is a list of words arranged in alphabetical order with



definitions, Alizadeh (2016). It is an important aspect of writing. With a
lot of vocabulary mastery, it will make it easier for writers to express ideas
and write the next words. They also didn’t feel confused about what they
wanted to write; (5) mechanical skills in writing is about capitalization,
spelling, and punctuation. In writing a text, the writers have to pay
attention to these aspects. With correct capitalization, spelling, and
punctuation it will make the.readers read the text and understand its
meaning. Besidgs, thé&/ﬁ .were still (;c”).h'fi]sed‘ about how to start to write
something of’ff;ake content and organize it. Sg,\thei\r minds are still mixed
up, q/r/é/ven they had not been able to express ideas \i\h\..g writing. Second,
the I:Iearners had a low vocabulary, grammar, and also }heir mechanical
Skili-§. Last, based on the researcher’s mind the teacheg; hadn’t used the
clustlélring technique in the class before. |
It can help the teacher's reference to teach \_/__v}iting especially in
descript;&/g text and also make the students improv__e"their skill in writing.
By using tﬁ'é‘-_glustering technique, it is expectedlf_th'ét the students to be able
to write their -i..o.l.ééé%i'h'tb"a vv*ord'ahd"ﬂt'héh“éxplain it in the form of a
descriptive paragraph. This technique is believe to make students easier to
express their ideas and arrange a good descriptive text when they learn
English at school. So, the researcher argued that the clustering technique
positively impacts students’ writing skills in descriptive text.
According to Cooper (2005: 461) clustering works as follows:

(1)write ideas in the form of words or phrases in the center of the paper



and then circle or mark. this procedure can develop the students’
vocabulary and grammar mastery; (2)write down the main idea of the topic
in the form of words or phrases then put a circle or another mark and
connect it with the first word in the middle of the paper. here the students
can develop their ability to organize text and start connecting the main
ideas for content.; (3)generate facts, details, examples, or ideas related to
the main part of this top_i_c_:__.i.n any way. Group these around the main
sections and deye.IO'p'fHem into par.egféph_s‘based on each idea that has
been wri/tteri/'eown and linked. The last B‘I;\C)\CEC\iUI‘e can develop the
studen'tg’ mechanical skills, organizing, and develop\i\flg“ the content to be

coh@rent paragraphs.

By applying this technique, will help the students organize their
|deas before they develop into paragraphs of descrlptlve writing. This one
of the'._._spemal activities that are very important fqr the teaching and
Iearning.::"'process in the classroom where the methdd is implemented or
realized con5|stently and in harmony with the approach to achieving goals
(Anggraini, 2020) Clusterlng will make it easier for students to determine
the initial concept of writing according to the theme in a short time, so
they can add more ideas to their writing. After the initial concept was
found, it will be easier for students to develop the concept into descriptive
paragraphs. This way it was easier for them to achieve the ideal writing
criteria, for example they can develop their ideas to make good content

and then arranges them into a coherent paragraph. This technique can also



improve their writing skill because in an easier way they were expected to
be motivated to learn to write more often with this.

With reference to the research, there had been preceding researcher
in the use of clustering technique to improve students’ writing skills had
been conducted by another researcher. Those are Widyawati (2018) the
3rd semester students of Indraprasta University, totaling 30 people. This
research used a quantitative exper_i_ment method. In this study, the students
used test analysri/s,.with' ﬁt.hey made é. .déé;crip‘tive text. After analyzing the
data, the/reéﬁ'lxts of the tests that were apgi\i‘éd to students using the
clustg,riﬁg technique showed that the mean of studer\l\fs_’_“ ability in writing
deslgription text for the experiment class which is impler%;ented clustering
techl'-pique is higher than control class which is implemegilted conventional
techﬁ.ique. It proved that the students’ ability in writir__l';g description text
which.""u_se clustering technique is better than using cor_l___.\}entional technique.
Another.a"'r__(_asearch had been conducted by Della e__t--.'él (2020) at seventh-
grade studélh-tg, of SMPN 11 Cimahi in the acadgrﬁ:ic year of 2018 — 2019.
This research -.Q.éé'd""CIaS'STOWn ‘Aét’ibhﬁRé.ééarch. This research used
qualitative and quantitative methods. As the result by implementing
clustering technique in teaching writing descriptive text can improve
student’s writing skills in descriptive text. From those research, it can be
concluded that the clustering technique can provide a good influence in
improving students' writing descriptive text skills. So, the clustering

technique is effective to improve writing skills.(Hanafiawi et al.,



2020)(Hanafiawi et al., 2020)(Hanafiawi et al., 2020)(Hanafiawi et al.,
2020)

Based on the problems above, the researcher believes that the
clustering technique will become a solution and be able to improve the
students’ writing skills especially in writing descriptive text. So, the
researcher conducted this research entitled “The Use of Clustering
Technique to Improve Students’ Achievement in Writing Descriptive Text
to tenth graders of- SMK Negeri Kebonagung Pacitan in the Academic

Year of 2922/2023”

B. Idelrmtification of the Problem
| According to the background of the study, the researcher identified

therr problems In writing especially descriptive text. Some of the students
were st_r_ll lacking in the most basic things in writing, ___such as: (1) mastery

of writirr'g the content; (2) organization or how stud'ents arrange the text;

3) grammar mastery, (4) vocabulary mastery, and (5) mechanical skills in

writing is about caprtalrzatron spelling, and punctuatron Besides that, they
also found difficult to express ideas in written form. So they need a
technique that can make them easier to express their ideas and then
organize into descriptive paragraphs. For this reason, the researcher will

apply clustering technique to fix students’ problems in writing.

C. Limitation of the Study



Based on the problems above, the researcher makes limitations to
get an in-depth investigation. This study limited to investige the use of
clustering technique to improve students’ achievement in writing
descriptive text to tenth graders of SMK Negeri Kebonagung Pacitan in
the academic year of 2022/2023. It also investigates the students’
responses toward the use of clustering technique in writing descriptive

text.

. Statemen/t of/t"f‘\e Problems

Based 6n the limitation of the study, the statements of the problem are:

1. I-Llow is the clustering technique can improve students" writing skills in
descrlptlve text to the tenth graders of SMK Negerl Kebonagung
Pamtan in the academic year of 2022/2023?

2. How are the students’ responses toward clﬁstering technique
|mplementat|on to the tenth graders of SMK Negen Kebonagung

Pacitan in the academic year of 2022/2023? "

. Objectives of the Study

1. To determine the clustering technique can improve students’ writing
skill in descriptive text to tenth graders of SMK Negeri Kebonagung
Pacitan in the academic year of 2022/2023.

2. To describe students’ responses toward clustering technique

implementation at writing skill in descriptive text for the tenth graders



of SMK Negeri Kebonagung Pacitan in the academic year of

2022/2023.

F. Significances of the Study
1. Theoretically
This research pr_q\__/_ides____t_he information and knowledge needed
to solve prob(lﬁe,ms i'ﬁﬁe.ducation es!béé’i‘all_y‘ in writing descriptive text by
using t/he”(:li'l;stering technique. So, this resééfch is useful in developing
tegcﬁing and learning process, the interests of s:é‘ie_xnce, as well as a
rJI(“eference for researchers who want to conducting simil&‘cﬁr research.
2. PI"‘,‘racticaIIy
a.""-.lTeachers
| For the teachers, the results of this resqé.rch are useful as a
re%ér_ence for teaching English specially to im__p‘fove writing skills for
stude."r"it§&. In addition, it can be used e},_s:";am alternative teaching
strategy f-(.).f“t.éééhi'h'g'-rearfn ing ’p’rdbééé. -
b. Students
This research is also given a good impact for the students
such as: making the students feel confident to write their idea and
arrange a descriptive text, they become more enthusiastic in the
learning process in class, and, they feel motivated to study English.

¢. School



This research is can be applied in the school to improve

teaching techniques, especially in teaching writing.

. Institution

This research can be a new collection at the institution, it is
useful to increase kn_c_)_wled_gg about the latest issues for readers. Not
only that, |t can also be used a-é,”é"f"efergnce for students who want to
corﬁudt/r’esearch or they want applied\"‘[\ﬁis technique in teaching-

‘Jéérning activity.



