CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher explained the background of the problem that
would be researched, identified the apparent problems, the limitation of the
problems that would be researched, fo_[mulated the problem, stated the objective of

the research, and discussed thie significance of the research.

A. Backgroun‘/ixﬁf/ ;he Research N

Speak’ff;g skills are important for students who learn E\I‘fgllish as a foreign
language. IF 1s because speaking is one of the skills needed to haﬁfe a conversation
(Leong & A‘-hmadi, n.d.) and Fauzan (2014) states that speaking s}éills are important
to communié‘gte effectively and easily with the interlocutor. Thls is considered as
one of the skllls that involve active expression and produétion (Indah, 2021).

Nowadays, speaking skills are receiving more attention from various parties in the

educational scope. Téher,_B_a_hrani (2012) states that for--ﬁ;ost language teachers and

learners, speaking skills are an important part when learning a language, therefore
speaking gets more attention than other skills. So, speaking skills are important
because they are one of the skills needed to communicate, to communicate easily
and effectively, and receive more attention than other skills. Because speaking skills
are important, students are expected to have enough English speaking ability.
Students who have good speaking skills have to meet several criteria. In the

research conducted by Rahmawati & Ertin (2014), six indicators of students with



good speaking skills are identified: a good score in grammar, a rich and unique
vocabulary, comprehension that is appropriate to the context, fluency in speaking
without much hesitation when responding, mispronunciations of less than 25%, and
the ability to follow the instructions given during the speaking test. Criteria for good
speaking skills are also outlined by Hari Wahyono (2017), who categorizes them
into three groups: fluency, accuracy, and oral communicative strategies. Accuracy
encompasses grammar, Vocabular_y, and pronunciation, while communicative
strategies involve the pffc,,ci"si('); of guessingﬂ and papgphrasing strategies. Students
with good speal</ing//§i;ills have to meet criteria sucl‘l‘\:cis\a good grammar score,
extensive ‘yé/éabulary, strong comprehension, ﬂuent\\\,§peech, minimal
mispronun;giations, the ability to complete assigned tasks, and accl]lracy n guessing
and paraph;tlasing. The more a person's speaking skills improve, thé more they fulfill
the aforemeﬁfioned criteria. |

Based 0n observations in the seventh grade of SMPIT AR-Rahmah Pacitan
(female studen‘;é’ ___campus), there are still many deﬁcienci__e'é in students' English
speaking skills. Tﬁ‘e_\students lack a rich vocabulary, fifnciluding various types of
nouns, adjectives, pro.r.l.;.)ﬁr-l-é;"'éﬁd'IWef 'T’héyw also struggle to understand the
meaning of the words they use, resulting in frequent mismatches with the context.
Additionally, they exhibit a significant amount of hesitation when speaking English
and make numerous pronunciation errors. Furthermore, their ability to paraphrase
sentences correctly is also limited. According to interviews conducted with 7th-

grade English teachers at SMPIT Ar-Rahmabh, , 80% of the students still have scores

below the minimum passing criteria for English subjects. However, there is a lack



of innovation in teaching methods to improve students' speaking skills. The strong
bond between students and their deskmates is evident, as they actively work
together and interact more effectively than with their other classmates. The lack of
innovative teaching methods in English subjects is identified as one of the
contributing factors to the students' insufficient speaking skills. Therefore, a
solution is needed to address this issue. The Learning Cell method emerges as a
potential solution to improve studqntsl..,sp?aking skills by addressing their specific
problems and characteriﬁti,cs. Thls method falls ii"nder\ the umbrella of Collaborative
Learning (CoLTs/)./// \

N

Accordjﬁ;g to Barkley (2005), the collaborative learni\r‘l‘g_‘ method made all

students in{volved in small groups active in learning activities, inciuding both high-
performingll-z and struggling students. There are several typesl;‘: of collaborative
learning me‘él}ods, and Learning Cell is a type that trains students to discuss thoughts
in pairs by a;flging and answering (Rakhmawati, 2015). It bq.éomes a solution to
solve student pgbblems in the seventh grade at SMPIT AR-_Rahmah based on their
characteristics in class Learning Cell is a paired learnilpg;strategy where students
ask and answer questi(-).r.lméhiﬂ-ﬁifh’bésﬁ on ’[Bé"s_é-r}.lé--;éading material. So, the lack
of speaking skills of Class Seven B at SMPIT Ar-Rahmabh is characterized by poor
vocabularies, poor understanding, a lot of hesitation when speaking, a lot of
mispronunciation, and an inability to properly paraphrase sentences. The
collaborative learning type Learning Cell method is a solution to improve students'

speaking skills because students pair up with their classmates, making their

communication more effective.



There are several advantages to applying the CoLTs type learning cell in
learning activities. Laal & Ghodsi (2012) state that there are six advantages of
implementing CoLTs in academics. First, CoLTs type learning cells promote
critical thinking skills. Students formulate their ideas, discuss them, and gain new
insights. Second, students are involved in the learning process. When all students
are involved, they play an active role in learning, which livens up the learning
atmosphere in the classroom. Thir_c_l_,,__lealjr}jr_lg outcomes in class improve. Learning
objectives are achieved properly and maximéﬁf‘" Fquﬁh, students' problem-solving
skills are develop/ed’ﬁ&ause the technique is appropriéié\‘for students. Fifth, a large
class can bg,fh/;mdled by a teacher, making it more effecti\\;‘e\Sixth, it helps to
motivate stLdents in certain subjects. Seventh, it serves as an alter%ative method for
teachers to "‘gonduct assessments. Eighth, CoLTs utilize multiple Igé;ssessments. This
method is the right solution because students who are at the s'élme level interact
more activelg}._._than with classmates without feeling awkwgfd and shy. Paired
students who a;é not awkward and shy are able to speak qn’d think, and speaking
and thinking are tﬁ‘e\main components of students' spgaléing skills improvement.
The advantage of impléfﬁéﬁfﬁﬁg’CbLTsftypé'1ééfﬁi}1é .éell is that it promotes critical
thinking skills, students play an active role in the learning process, improves
learning outcomes in the classroom, enhances students' problem-solving skills,
makes teachers more effective, motivates students, serves as an alternative
assessment method, and utilizes multiple assessments.

Previous researchers have conducted similar research on the implementation

of Learning Cell methods to improve students' speaking skills. In a previous study



conducted by Ningsi & Armansyah (2018) at Eleventh Grade SMAN 1 Palibelo,
the Learning Cell method was found to be suitable for improving students' speaking
skills. In the first cycle, 17 out of 30 students fulfill the criteria for good speaking,
and this number increases to 27 students in the second cycle. Another study
conducted by Anggraeni (2018) at MA Pesantren Guppi Samata also shows a
significant difference between the average pre-test and post-test scores of the
experimental class students, with_fc_l,__di.ff__c_r__e.:nce of 11.5. The researchers conclude
that the Learning Cell I"Iﬂletho.(i 1s effective 1n ﬁﬁpr_oying students' speaking skills.
Therefore, based /onthe two previous studies mentioné&\ébo\ve, it can be concluded
that the Lea@iﬁg Cell method can improve students' speakiné\‘slgills.

Baseg on an interview with the headmaster of SMPIT Ar-}{ahmah Pacitan,
there havell-:been no similar research conducted on implemenft:ing CoLTs type
Learning Celll} to improve students' speaking skills. There is still e_t"lllack of innovative
solutions for g“p_udents' problems. Students who like to discuss.__a:nd interact actively
with their clas;n___lates are potential candidates for utiliz__iﬂg the right teaching
method, but this hasnot been a concern. The CoLTs typg;ljéarning Cell method has
not yet been implemé.r;c.él(lmé'sméi 's'olﬁﬁdri’tb"'s_tﬁ;iéh; problems. Therefore, it is
necessary to conduct research that analyzes students' speaking problems at SMPIT
AR-Rahmah Pacitan and provides innovative method solutions.

Based on the problems above, the researcher believes that the Collaborative
Learning Technique (CoLT) type Learning Cell becomes a solution and can
enhance students' speaking skills. Therefore, the researcher is conducting this

research entitled “The Enhancement of Students’ Speaking Skill with CoLTs



type Learning Cell for Class Seven B SMPIT AR-Rahmah Pacitan in the

Academic Year of 2022/2023.

B.

Problem Statements

Based on the limitation of the study above, the problem statements of this research

arc:

1.

C.

Can Learning Cell Technique enhance the speaking skills of class seven B

students at SMPIT AR—Rahmahﬂlsacituéﬁ in.the academic year 2022/2023?

. How are the studeﬁfé‘ perceptions towards the “app\lication of Learning Cell

technique in. ¢lass seven B SMPIT AR-Rahmah Pacitan in the academic year

2022/20239

Objecti{.(es of the Study

Based on thé‘lproblem statements above, the research objectives:_"'zlre:

1.

D.

To find ouf.,_whether Learning Cell technique can enhance___fhe speaking skill of
class seven ]."3___‘students at SMPIT AR-Rahmah Pacitan_-'in the academic year

2022/2023.

. To know the students' péfééf)ﬁbtg towards the application of Learning Cell

technique in class seven B at SMPIT AR-Rahmah Pacitan in the academic year

2022/2023.

Significances of the Study

1. Theoritically



Hopefully, this research could be used as a reference in conducting similar research
on the Learning Cell method, contributing to the development and quality of
education in national or international settings.
2. Practically
a. The English Teacher
This research can help teachers in innovating speaking teaching methods.
Additionally, teachers can use thls ..,..rf__:sparch as a reference in implementing
appropriate methods baﬂs:cd "oh....sﬂtudents' resﬁc;ﬁéés .ar}d perceptions of the methods
that are being applie/clll;/
/ \
t?;,f"/:Fhe Students
This reseall;h can be used as a source of information and a refere;}lce in applying a
solution-ori}ented learning method.
c The School
This research.xh_l_sed as a source of information and a reference ir}'épplying a solution-
oriented learnir;é method..
d. The;"'lr\{stitution
This research serves ar.l...;édif'idﬁél 'C()Tl’ec"tidﬁ'éﬁd}él;erence for new innovations in

the English Education Department of STKIP PGRI Pacitan.



