CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher discusses some important aspects related to
the area of the research. Those are the background of the study, identification of
the problems, limitation of the problems, objectives of the research, and
significance of the research.

A.  Background of the Study~" ~
Learning/is"élﬁjout a change: the chang.é“brqg‘ght about by developing a
new skiI/I)/ur/lderstanding a scientific law, changir\l\g\an attitude (Sequeira,

|
in the education field to increase education quality. It consiéts of explaining,

2012?{':|t is the main key and basic needs in education. It heeds all elements

underléj_tanding, drilling, practicing, and evaluating mate;r.-’:ial. This activity
aims i‘q make a change in students’ ability, knoy\"/:ledge, skill, and
understaﬁging of the new thing. Learning takes an important role in
Continuingn ""e_QUcatiOn, determining students think‘i-ﬁg, changing students’
ability and attEfUde..l___e_a_rr_\i_ng has itS_dee,l and -efféctiveness, every learning
model has each aim to make education programs succeed.

Online learning is one of the learning models applied in this era. In
this learning, the teachers and students cannot meet in a place. Electronic
devices and the internet support students and teachers in the learning
activities. This learning model includes distance learning in which separated

by distance but learning activity still holds. There are many devices support

online learning such computer, laptop, smartphone, tablet, etc. Besides,



online learning activity also needs good networking during a learning

activity.

Realizing online learning in Indonesia, the government applied online
learning for all learning activities from the middle of March 2020. It is
because the condition in this era makes students and teachers not able to
meet directly. This learning model had through long consideration before
applying it. Besides, th___i_s. condition ..fqr_bids gathering activity or invokes
many people at/,,th'e'" s.éme places. It make; K'S'tudg\nts and teachers do all the
learning gcﬁ\///i/ties from home until unpredictable;\i‘me\s. However, applying
online*”iéarning in the pandemic era is the proper éﬁ"ojce to avoid the
spreading of viruses and makes learning activity still hold particularly in

Engliié:h lesson.

On the other hand, online learning in English _.-'I:essons makes the
students .lli'/v__orried about English learning. Then, theygélso feel difficult to
adapt in a n...évy learning model. It triggers studentsﬁhé.ve different difficulties
in  English c\‘i)'\'/"e"ry--r-as.,.,ommzatlon,.-r-rcontéﬁff., grammar, vocabulary,
mechanics, and word choice. The materials of English as a foreign language
are not only focused on theoretical. Some of the materials in English uses
practical during learning activity. Students need more learning and
understanding about this lesson. There are many challenges in English
lessons such as how adapting to the foreign language, learning new
vocabulary, using different languages during a learning activity, and

mastery of English skills. Learning English is not only learning about



knowledge but there are four skills such listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. The delivering material in online learning can determine students’
ability on writing skill. There are two possibilities, students’ writing skills
increase or decrease.

Writing skill is the ability to combine a word becomes a sentence,
paragraph, or text. Writing skill is not only learning about written skill but
the ability to elaborate knowledge organization of the sentence, and content
on written text. ertlng sk|II needs more mastery on organization, content,
grammar, }ocabulary, mechanics, and word ch0|ce clearly To mastery the
Writing,,s’kill needs more practice. Practicing writing skiu§ not only once or
twicéfbut they should be practiced continually every day. ‘

I"‘-‘.‘Learning writing  skills should be systematic,l;'l particularly in
describtive text. Not all students master well about destériptive text, it is
becausé""._t_here are some requirements of descriptive texl__t_-':such: organization,
content, ..é-rammar vocabulary, mechanics, and Wbrd choice. Besides,
learning act|v1ty on descriptive text is applled by online learning. It can
cause some problems on students durmg understandlng material. Many
factors can influence students understanding on learning activity suca as the
material itself, delivering material, supporting devices, environment, and the
limit of time.

Descriptive text creates a word picture of persons, places, objects, and
emotions using selected details to make a specific impression on the reader

(Tamba, Situmorang, & Ginting, 2020). The main point of descriptive text



describes the characteristic of object that appears or looks clearly. The
student is indirectly introduced to something but it makes them know the
specific characteristic of an object described. The descriptive text also
makes students can increase social ability such as exploring around,
communicating by language, critical thinking, and delivering ideas or
opinions. It is an important skill and ability for the student to elaborate.

There are many Ways to support students in the learning process on
writing skills of descrlptlve text, partlcularly in online learning during the
pandemic ga;‘l’he use of technology can make students easier to understand
the materlal being taught properly. In the reality, thls condltlon does not
guaratntee that the learning process will hold well because of some problems
that atppear in the middle of the process such as lack of communication,
netwo‘l‘i'*-‘.king problem, feel isolated, and the other facters that influence
directly:"._l_ _ |

Fro;h the observations conducted by the researc'"her at X IPS 2 SMA
Negeri Tulakan there are some problems that suffered by the students
during online Iearnlng particularly in descrlptlve text. In English learning,
the teacher gives material by using WhatsApp in text and using a textbook
from the school. It is difficult to understand clearly because the students
limited on source book. When they want to find the other references, they
should find it in internet, sometimes the internet connection does not

support their activities.



However, learning on writing of descriptive text should focus and
need high concentration. The teacher should know about students’
difficulties, the development of students’ ability, students’ skills, and
abilities level. Besides, the teacher should understand and adapt to the
classroom condition. Some considerations above should be conveyed by the
teacher to make learning activity better. If there are some points missed in
the learning process, it will q_i_s__tu.rb__'_[_he other understanding on writing skills
of descriptive text; Jn"th'i.sﬁ éra, technoi”dgy"'de._velops significantly. It can help
students’ rDastery descriptive text but it does \r“m‘\(‘)‘t\ guarantee that students’
mastery*ih descriptive text well. When the teacher hola\s\.gnline learning the
time I\:Nhich provided was large but it is limited in process:l‘ In this research,
the rﬁesearcher proves that online learning in pandemjc era influence
studer;'ts’ ability on writing skill on descriptive text. Furt_l*ier, the researcher
wants t;j"._lpurpose the problem solving for the case. |
Identific;ti___on of the Problems

Based Rbr_)&‘ the background above, there areﬁ_,same important points to
identify. Online iéékh'i'h'g'w:is-hém for 'r’ﬁbféﬁt'hé.r.]- one semester in the English
lesson particularly in class of X IPS 2 SMA Negeri Tulakan. The ability of
students in writing skills in descriptive text should be concerned. Besides
that, online learning also influences students’ enthusiasm on following
learning activity. This condition happens because of the different learning
model and need more adaptation in new condition. Then, online learning

particularly in English influences students’ psychology. There are many



problems that appear during online learning particularly in English lesson.
These problem influence on students’ learning activity directly or indirectly
in class of X IPS 2 SMA Negeri Tulakan.
Limitation of the Problems

Based on the identification of the problem, the researcher focuses on
analyzing students’ ability on writing skills in the descriptive text during
online learning on students of X IPS 2 SMA N Tulakan. The research
conducts on students of X IPS 2 SMA N Tulakan academic year 2020/2021.
Formulatlgn of the Problems \

Based on the limitation of the problem, the researcher formulates the

probl‘em as follows:

1. H]ow are the writing skills in the descriptive text of efrudents’ X IPS 2
Sr\/IA N Tulakan academic year 2020/2021 during on.l-'r:ne learning?

2. wH“at is the most difficult writing skill indicators faeed by the students
of class X IPS 2 SMA N Tulakan academic year 2020/2021 in writing
descrlptlve text durlng online learning?

3. How is the cases V|ewed from the sources or the problem?

4. How is the solution to overcome the problem during the online learning
process in the class X IPS 2 SMA N Tulakan academic year 2020/2021
considering teacher strategy?

Objectives of the Problems

Based on some problems above, the objective of the research is:



1. To collect the data about students’ ability in writing skill of descriptive
text during online learning of X IPS 2 SMA N Tulakan academic year
2020/2021.

2. To analyze the difficulties that faced by students of X IPS 2 SMA N
Tulakan academic year 2020/2021 in writing skill during online
learning.

3. To analyze the most cases v1ewed from the source in students of X IPS
2 SMA N Tulakan academlc year 2020/2021 in writing on descriptive
text '

4. To fecommend solution to the problem con5|der|ng teacher strategy
ﬂurlng English online learning.

F. Signi'ficances of the Problems
Tihe research can be significant for:
1. T.égcher

This research can help the teacher t(__).-"' create and evaluate

classrdwbr_p activity. The teacher can create new learning activities in a
cooperativé...i)\./é'y"éhd 'Conterh"aibd(j'tﬂétﬁdénts’ needs in the class. Itl

helps them to plan learning model which have different shape before.

At this time, online learning is holding until the unpredictable time, it

can help the teacher to overcome the problems that appear in the

online learning activity. Besides, this research can be a note for

evaluating class activity for the teacher.



Researcher

This research can be a gap analysis for other researchers. It also
can be a reference to other researchers and help them to elaborate on
the other research but still have a topic in learning writing skills
during online learning. It can be a reference to the next research which
discusses the learning of writing skills. This research also can develop
into large research. Besrdes thls research becomes important to
research for the researcher because it rncludes the new issue recently.
Students”

V4

The students know about their ability partrcularly in writing
‘descrlptlve text. It can motivate them to increase thelr abilty. Besides,
I‘-‘I‘lt also makes the students more focus during foIIorr‘v online learning
élctivity in writing descriptive text. By this research":, the students can

e\}aluate and count their ability in writing descripti_.\re text.



