CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains about the background of the research,
identification of the problem, limitations of the problem, formulations of the

problem, objectives of the reserach, and significances of the research.

A. Background of the Research

Along Wlth th"e"t'iﬂm.es, the Ia.ﬁlgi'ja'ge .._u__s_ed in an effort to communicate
and intera/ct/ié"‘r;’ot only in the mother tongue,gijt\j\s also required to master
a forgigh language. A foreign language is a Ianguage\tﬁa‘t\ is learned with the
ain{of interacting and communicating between countr.‘i“lés in the world.
Théfrefore, one's foreign language mastery needs to be sup,borted by foreign
Ianglﬁ__lage learning at school. At the current high school a_,ﬁd vocational high
schoolzl'"__llevel, foreign language learning has becomg-s mandatory. These
foreign ..I'a_nguages include English, German, Mandar__ir’i', and Arabic. English
is one of ‘tn‘hg‘ preferred foreign languages taug"_h-t':::alt the high school and
vocational higlﬁ.séhOGI"level —

In this era of globalization, English plays a role as a communication
tool in universal society which helps to communicate with people from other
countries. This is undeniable because English is an international language.
As an international language, English has been studied all over the world as

a second or foreign language. Indonesia as non-English speaking country,

makes English a mandatory subject in schools to produce students who are



able and proficient in English. The reason for this policy is to prepare them
to be able to adapt and live in a global society and can provide great
opportunities in obtaining various information that will add insight.

Therefore, to prepare themselves, the scope of learning English as a
compulsory subject at the Senior High School and Vocational High School
levels includes four aspects of English language competence, including
listening, speaking, reading, and vyriting. As stated by Morrow in Demirbas
(2013: 108), that{}ft_her‘éﬁéfe four skills .iHEhgl_i_Sh, namely listening, speaking,
reading, gnd’w}iting skills.- Darancik, (2018) &;I\S\o\ rpentions that there are
four /bei/sic and interrelated language skills referred\io‘\as “macro skills”
nan“ely, listening, reading, writing, and speaking as an irilgeparable part of
forel"‘-.‘.ign language teaching. Of the four competencies, I,.'Ione of the most
imp&-{tant English competencies to develop is writing sk_i-'ils.

In this modern life, writing skills are needed. Aécording to Silaban
(2017), .Ba}sically writing is not only in the form of___.gjénerating thoughts or
feelings, bat.k‘also expressing ideas, knowledge,}/_,.a;]d life experiences of a
person in writt(;n-fb'rhi'."Th'e’re‘fDTe’, wrltlngls not a simple activity and does
not need to be learned, but must be mastered. Indot (2018) argues that
writing ability is the ability to be able to express new ideas that are outlined
in written form clearly and completely. So that these ideas are easy to
understand and understand by others. In addition, Virdyna (2016) defines
that writing is an interesting activity, it can provide many benefits for

students even though basically there are difficulties in writing but it is still



a useful, essential, integral, and fun part. Based on some of the definitions
above, it can be concluded that writing is a whole series of activities of a
person in conveying ideas or ideas through written form to the reader to be
understood.

Writing is one of the important skills in English subjects. In
accordance with the 2006 KTSP curriculum as Rahmadhani and Kumala,
(2014) that students must have _k_nowledge of the elements of writing to
create good Wril'g_i,ng"."ééri and Fitra.\).\./éfi;...(_‘_z‘018) stated that students are
expected /tobé“'able to write and understand ;Hé\\meaning of sentences in
func'gi,oﬁal texts and short essays to be interacted with iﬁ‘sj;udents' daily lives.
In ﬁ_;nglish subjects at the Senior High School or Vocati&lnal High School
Ievé.‘.l, writing is a complex activity to convey information,:.'land ideas, one of
whi(fh Is writing in the form of an essay. |

..'"-__According to Davies (2017: 3) state an essay as a prose essay that
discusséé__a problem from the author's perspective.__An essay is a piece of
writing thékf‘d‘escribes the opinion of the author ph;..a particular subject that
he is trying to éésééé (Délr’nan,?Oll)'.'Ffbfﬁt.h-éﬁtwo definitions above, it can
be concluded that an essay is a short essay that looks at the problem and
formulates an opinion in passing from the author's point of view. Essays are
writings that consist of several paragraphs that form a single unit in one
topic of discussion. Basically, an essay has three main parts, namely: an

introductory paragraph, a body paragraph, and a closing paragraph. The



three parts of the paragraph form a unity that is interrelated in explaining a
topic.

There are various kinds of writing in the form of essays in English,
one of which is the cause and effect essay. The cause and effect essay is an
essay consisting of several paragraphs containing the author's analyzes of
the causes and effects of an event. When writing a cause and effect essay,
the author needs to provide an._explanation of how specific the cause can
giverise to a certam effect In other Words the writer's job is to show how
one thlng/ can Iead to another logically. Cause and effect essays have
Ianguage styles including using tenses that depend on the context of time in
a sdntence using a lot of verbs in the sentence, and also u§|ng conjunctions
to clennect cause and effect clauses.

In writing cause and effect essays, it is not unco__rttmon for students
to stilt"'experience some difficulties. The difficulty stem__sffrom many factors,
such as ai_fficulty in building ideas, organizing ideae..,’"tjeveloping sentences
into parag.]xtaphS, and correct grammar. From several factors, these
difficulties can”cetljse”é'rf'o’r's’, e§peeially'eﬂrﬁr-e.rsﬁ |n grammar. Grammar is the
most important aspect of writing. This reflects the meaning, genre, and
results of the discourse of an article (Wahyuningsih, 2015). Faisal and
Suwandita (2013) state that grammar contains the rules that make up a
language. This means that grammar is a description of the ways in which
words can be transformed into sentences and grammar is also a theory of

language, of how language is put together and how it works. Therefore,



grammar is very important for students to understand and master in their
English skills.

In terms of understanding the grammar it still makes most students
make errors. There are still many students who make grammatical errors in
writing English essays and have difficulty in applying tenses, structure,
syntax, semantics, lexical meaning, and phonology into sentences. Dulay in
Fara (2020) states that errors.are ldeviations from the grammar of native
speakers of adul{}t'__s,,.- Gfé}hmatical erra'ré""‘megn as a real deviation from the
written g/ram?ﬁ’ar and it reflects the skills (&\)\f\”\abilities of the students.
Howgvér, grammatical errors in learning English are ﬁ\()r.[nal because of the
strJ;‘,turaI differences between their mother tongue and the“}foreign language
the)l"l.‘. are fluent in.

In addition to the reasons above, the use of media__:i;n terms of writing
can a.i"'sp affect students' learning motivation. Currer_y.tiy, there are many
digital rﬁ‘e__dia that can be used for learning. This is g_o":.that learning to write
does not sé‘ém monotonous and does not only uge"i;)ooks or sheets of paper
in general. Dirgiféllr fh'édia’is—infe'r'nétibé's"éd.Nmedia with a computer or
smartphone. The Internet and the use of computers are the beginning of the
power of change. According to McQuail (2011) the key to the power of
computers is how the process of digitizing information allows all
information to be processed efficiently and mutually assimilated.

The use of media in writing, one of which is Media Writer,

Presentation and Spreadsheets Office or abbreviated as WPS Office is an



office software package that can run on Microsoft Windows, Linux, los, and
Android OS operating systems launched by Kingsoft, software from China
developed based in Zhuhai. In WPS Office there are three components,
including: WPS Writer, WPS Presentation and WPS Spreadsheet (Harianja,
2019). The use of the WPS Office application in learning to write was
chosen based on several factors, namely, introducing new technology that
had never previously used _t_h_is..m__e_dia to learn English, as the use of new
technology to Ieg'_r_,n- E"ri'g.lﬂish, especialis} 'ih"w_r_‘_iting essays because previously
it only usEdp/ééer, WPS Office applications a;géasy accessed via android,
the WPS Office application contains interesting features that can be used as
Ieaﬂnlng media, especially in learning to write, the process 6f using the WPS
Offl-.‘.ce application is not difficult for beginners, by usmg this application
writi:'r._)g activities do not seem monotonous and become U’%ore interesting.
.."'-.__There are several previous studies that discus__sfsome grammatical
error préblems such as that conducted by Alfayed'; (2017) entitled "An
Analysis of Students Grammatical Errors in erung Recount Texts" in this
study aims to |dent|fy and determine grammatlcal errors and the most
dominant errors source in recount texts regarding students' personal
experiences which were written independently. The results of this study
indicate that the most grammatical errors made are in the verb tense, which
Is 117 errors and the most common source of errors is intralingual errors.
There are other previous studies that discuss grammatical errors made by

mother tongue, use of Indonesian grammar, spelling errors, and lack of



understanding of grammar (Bustomi, 2009; Purwanti, 2013; Puspitasari,
2013). The research shows that grammatical rules are still a problem of
difficulties faced by students in learning English, especially in writing skills.
The research also concluded that there are still many students who have
difficulty in applying grammar in English. Grammar in English is more
complicated than grammar in Indonesian. Most of the students make
grammatical errors in Iearn_i__r_]g.,.En_g_Iish, especially in writing skills. While,
in this study, the__,,rese'e%eher will asll<.“s'ﬁ]d-e_n"ts to write a cause and effect
essay in V}hiéfﬁﬂtthe researcher will first provide\e\”ciue about a cause that can
have an effect. It is intended that students have no dlfflculty in building ideas
when writing essay. After that, the researcher asked the sthdents to write it
down in the form of a simple essay. Here the researcher uses the WPS Office
dlgltal media to construct cause and effect essay. ThIS is a fundamental
dlfferen_ce from previous studies. |

I:o__oking at the previous problems and bes'ed on the results of
observatioﬁ“-rpade by the author during PPL (I?,,ré.etice Field Experience)
when teaching eaeée'é'ri'd'effeeﬂnate'riél'ﬂiﬂrireleee XII at SMKN Ngadirojo, it
can be concluded that there are several problems, such as is that there are
grammatical errors made by students in making essays. On average,
students still have difficulty using grammar rules, and making wrong
sentences over and over again. The next problem is that there is no use of
digital media in learning at SMKN Ngadirojo, especially in writing. Based

on these problems, research on the analysis of grammatical errors is



important because it uncovers the types of errors and their causes. In this
case, it will use digital media as a media for writing essays.

Based on the reasons above, the researcher wants to conduct
research on the analysis of grammatical errors made by students in writing
essays, especially cause and effect essays. The researcher argues that there
are still grammatical errors made by students which must be revealed in the
types of errors and their cau_ses.,.in_p_rder to learn from the grammatical errors
they made and rg,,,prbdrrce cause andln e'ffec__t_essays with good and correct
grammati/cai’sr‘ructures. In addition, here researt:hers will also use digital
medla namely WPS Office as a media for writing cause and effect essays
wh||ch in the end researchers want to know student respenses toward the
usmg of WPS Office media, especially in writing essays In addition, the
researcher also believes that this study will have a posmve indication
espeC|aIIy in writing skills.

Thrs research will be conducted at SMKN NgaderJo for class XII
Accountrng II students The focus of this research is the analysis of
grammatical errors made by students in constructrng cause and effect essays
and students' responses toward the using of digital media used, namely WPS
Office. The title of this research is: "An Analysis of Students’ Grammatical
Errors in Constructing Cause and Effect Essays by Using WPS Office
Media at the Third Grade Students of SMKN Ngadirojo in Academic Year

of 2021/2022".



B.

Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the research above, the problems that can
be identified are as follows, the first problem relates to students who do not
understand the structure of essay writing, especially cause and effect essays
so that they have difficulty when they start writing.

The second problem relates to the teacher who is lacking in explaining
how to write essays with.- goo_o_l____ and correct grammatical structures,
especially in cause a’hd.éffect essays S(H).tnﬁat it ‘iks not uncommon for students

Y 4
of un,dérstanding of grammatical structures and etc.

to make errors in constructing cause and effect eéSays. This is due to a lack

|‘The third problem is related to the lack of use of digital media in
Iearhing, especially writing. Learning to write at SMKN Ngadirojo still
ofteri"*-,.uses media on sheets of paper without using more_‘_-"‘interesting media.

This p?pblem causes students to get bored quickly and seem monotonous.

Especial 'I'y__\in writing skills which basically require m’bre motivation.

Limitation of the problem

Based on these problems, the researcher limits the scope of the
research to clarify the problem systematically. This study only focuses on
analyzing grammatical errors made by students in constructing cause and
effect essays and to find out student responses toward the using of WPS
Office media in constructing cause and effect essays for third grade students

of SMKN Ngadirojo in academic year of 2021/2022.
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D. Formulation of the problem

Based on the limitation of the problem above, then the problem of this
research can be formulated as follows:

1. What are the grammatical errors made by students in constructing cause
and effect essay by using WPS Office media at the third grade students
of SMKN Ngadirojo in academic year of 2021/2022?

2. What is the most dominant .g_r__gmmatical errors made by students in
constructing/{g:aué'é“énd effect esse;ynby-us‘i&ng WPS Office media at the
third ﬂréaé students of SMKN Ngadifgjb\ in academic year of
201120227 :

3. |‘How are the students’ response toward the using of V\).PS Office media
|n constructing cause and effect essay at the third érade students of

S"‘M KN Ngadirojo in academic year of 2021/2022?

E. Objectiv__es of the research

This réégarch aims as follows:

1. To find out the-grammatical ,er,rorsr-rm'ad'e""ﬁ;/ students in constructing
cause and effect essay by using WPS Office media at the third grade
students of SMKN Ngadirojo in academic year of 2021/2022.

2. To know the most dominant grammatical errors made by students in
constructing cause and effect essay by using WPS Office media at the
third grade students of SMKN Ngadirojo in academic year of

2021/2022.
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3. To know how the students’ response toward the using of WPS Office

media in constructing cause and effect essay at the third grade students

of SMKN Ngadirojo in academic year of 2021/2022.

F. Significances of the research

Based on the research objectives, it is hoped that the research conducted

can produce useful findings, including the following:

1. Theoretical benefits—"

The r/eséérch conducted is expectéd*-tg increase the theoretical

perg:,eﬁtion of grammatical errors and how to analyze grammatical errors

made by students in constructing cause and effect"‘eray using WPS

Offic media.

2. Ififractical benefits

a.\ For students

C.

This research is expected to help studep-fg find out about their
Wé‘a_knesses in terms of grammar when v_\,z-r"ifting. Once they know
their Weaknes_s_e_s_,_ they can _Ie_arn_better"a"gbut grammar in good and
correct writing especially in constructing cause and effect essay.
For teachers

The results of this study are expected to support English
teachers to find out about grammatical errors made by students in
constructing cause and effect essay and use this research as a
reference to minimize similar errors made by students in the future.

For English majors
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This study examines errors analysis. The author examines
the analysis of grammatical errors made by students in constructing
cause and effect essay by using WPS Office supporting media. This
is because there are still many grammatical errors made by students,
especially in constructing cause and effect essay properly and
correctly.

For the next researcher.. ]

Tlhe.rééusl.ts of this stLﬁJay'"Ca-nﬁ_ be used as a guide for further
re;ea’réh related to the subject in partig[j\Iar\, namely the analysis of
,,,"’(::)rammatical errors in constructing cause and éﬁgpt essay

)



